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Masking & Unmasking 
In September we met for a picnic so all cohort IV students on 
campus could meet with one another before starting the first 
Global Citizen Scholars (GCS) seminar with Prof. Dave 
Roncolato. It was the first opportunity to physically meet and 
bond over food as well as mask-making — a suitable activity 
in a COVID-19 semester. 
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Some Journal 
Reflections: 

“Civic engagement, gives us 
the power to get involved with 
our communities and build 
relationships with those 
around us. It teaches us the 
importance of helping those in 
need. Global learning allows 
us to step outside our 
communities, and learn about 
the world around us. To have 
the ability, to understand what 
is happening in the world and 
the world’s issues is a privilege 
that not every has. It gives us 
an opportunity to learn about 
other cultures and lifestyles, 
and how they differ from our 
own. Lastly, U.S. diversity 
emphasizes the importance of 
accepting those around us. 
Realizing there are people 
from many different 
backgrounds in our own 
communities allows us to learn 
from each other in our own 
homes, and with people we 
may feel more comfortable 
with.” 

~ ~ Bintou Fofana 

U.S. citizen from Bamako, Mali.

During Summer 2019, 
through the auspices of 
the ACLU, Bintou worked 
with Senator Bob Casey on 
providing relief to families 
detained at the U.S. - 
Mexico border.
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 “I like the example about the 
Italian man whose group, when 
they were in Zambia, came into 
the town and showed the locals 
how to plant tomatoes. Instead 
asking the people what they 
needed the newcomers went 
ahead and planted tomatoes. 
The next morning hippos came 
and ate everything and the locals shrugged and said, ‘that’s 
why we do not plant tomatoes.’ That is why it is very 
important to develop connections with people in the 
community and have them come to you for help. So then you 
can actually give the people what they actually need instead 
of giving them something they do not need.” ~~ Alexander 
Henne 

Alex has grown up in Germany and the U.S. and having 
family in both countries has made him respect the richness 
of feeling at home in the world. 
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Cassie Skweres 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

“Our GCS cohort is an 
example of a group of people 
who identify with multiple 
races, genders, and 
nationalities all willing to 
converse and work together. 
Our work, however tiny or 
large, helps everyone’s 
future. “ ~~ Cassie Skweres 

“I Too, Am Pittsburgh” is a 
community poetry exhibit, 
which utilizes the public transit 
system as a mobile creative 
space highlighting 
imagination, civic engagement 
and the importance of 
crossing imaginary and 
perceived divides. #PghCAPA. 
Cassie’s poem was chosen, 
along with those by 11 other 
artists, to appear on the side of 
public transit buses in the city 
(Oct. ’19). Our GCS Cohort IV picnic squad with their faculty co-leaders and 

Teaching Assistants (September 2020)
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  Manasvi  
  Bantawa,  
  from   
  Nepal 

“… when it comes to U.S 
diversity, I have begun to 
question whether this narrows 
our perspective of the diversity 
of other cultures and peoples, 
in a more-or-less American 
narrative. When we learn and 
reflect on other cultures and 
peoples, we seem to place 
American culture as the 
definitive culture; such that we 
consider American culture as 
the standard culture to be 
comparing other cultures 
with.” 

Manasvi is from Nepal and 
completed her first semester at 
Allegheny College remotely 
because of the global 
pandemic. She wrote 
poignantly, in her application 
essay, how political upheavals 
in Nepal didn’t make it to the 
international news. “This led 
me to believe my country was 
insignificant. In retrospect, I 
now realize I had wanted to 
feel represented.” She chose 
Allegheny because of the 
“awesome curriculum” and 
“small class sizes.” 

Zoom Learning 
In addition to the weekly GCS seminar with Prof. Roncolato, this 
cohort also enjoyed the unique opportunity to attend virtual 
talks and interactive sessions with powerful and diverse women 
who model leadership in different ways. These women have 
been exemplars in their own fields and spoke eloquently about 
how they are working to address systemic inequities

EMERITUS GINA  
ABERCROMBIE-WEATHERLY

“Too often, each of us has walked into the room and been 
the only woman at the table. Certainly, as a woman of 
color, I have that experience far too often. And what could 
we do to change that?” ~~ Gina Abercrombie-Weatherly

Our students attended a Zoom presentation by the first 
woman diplomat to lead a U.S. consulate in Saudi Arabia, 
and former U.S. ambassador to Malta. Gina Abercrombie-
Weatherly has held a series of senior positions that have 
included advising the Commander of U.S. cyber forces on 
our foreign policy priorities, expanding our counterterrorism 
partnerships and programs as Deputy Coordinator for 
Counterterrorism, and coordinating the largest evacuation of 
American citizens from a war zone since World War ll. 
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  Omar       
  Shriem  
  (United   
   Arab  
  Emirates) 

“Some of the most successful 
countries around the globe 
are ruled by women. I don't 
say this excludes men from 
political leadership, however, 
for most of our contemporary 
global history, white, ignorant 
men have ruled the world. 
Some countries that, at 
present, are very successful 
and run by women are nations 
like New Zealand, Germany, 
Taiwan, among others. 
Coincidentally they are also 
some of the most successful 
countries in dealing with the 
global pandemic.” 

Zoom Session with Gayle E. Smith
President & CEO of the ONE Campaign
Around the world, women and girls are 

disproportionately affected by poverty. In most countries, 

women earn 60-75 percent of men’s wages on average, 

and this gap widens based on race and ethnicity. To 

better understand the challenges to global gender 

equality, especially in-light of COVID-19, Gayle E. Smith, 

President & CEO of the ONE Campaign and Former 

Administrator of the United States Agency for 

International Development, led students in a Zoom 

discussion around this very important topic on 01 

Sept.2020. 
Omar is from Abu Dhabi, is of 

Lebanese and Palestinian ethnicity, 

and has American and Jordanian 

citizenship. He has interned at the 

Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi and 

Harley Street Medical Center Abu 

Dhabi and wants to pursue a 

career in science so he can give 

back to the community. Allegheny 

College was his choice because of  

“the small tight-knit community.”

GCS Instagram 
@ac_gcs2024 
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Rutendo Mavunga 
Harare, Zimbabwe

Rutendo earned distinctions as the Secretary general of the Model 
United Nations, when she was in High School. She chose Allegheny 
College because of the chance it offers “to explore myself to the 
fullest extent — I’m not being limited to one thing!”  

Of her first semester seminar in the GCS program that she took 
remotely, she observes: 

“Over the past 7 weeks I have had the opportunity of taking a 
worldwide journey in the comfort of my own home.Now what do i mean by this?.The global citizen 
scholars program has allowed me to interact with different people across various continents 
around the world, assimilate and understand their various cultures, habits and languages .From 
Nepal to Dubai to Boston i've had the privilege of understanding not just where people come 
from but about how environments determine how we perceive the world and how we act in it.” 

 
“I often listen to 99% Invisible, a podcast about 
design, and one episode covered how women 
are often excluded in the design process, and 
how products do not fit their needs. One 
example was about the attempts to solve the 
problem of open flame - also known as three 
stone - stoves in the developing world. 
Companies and non-profit organizations have 
spent years developing efficient wood stoves 
or cookstoves that rely more on manure or 
other easily available biomass fuels. However, 
their adoption remained limited. The problem, 
it turned out, was that these organizations 
were not involving the women who would be 
using the cookstoves. The “improved” stoves 
often required more time from the user —
something women could not spare. 
Moreover, the stove maintenance would 
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traditionally fall to the man of the house, who would refuse and point to the open fire stove as 
being a viable alternative that didn’t require his labor. So, the women would stick with the three 
stone stoves. 

GCS reinforced this lesson: to always ask who is leading, who is being heard, and who is being 
silenced in a solution.  But GCS taught me to also address questions that I had avoided grappling 
with due to the discomfort that they produced. I started asking where my skills would be relevant, 
where I can contribute without being a ‘white savior,’ and whether the work I want to do is for 
actual long-term community improvement or for quick personal gratification. I have started 
unraveling personal opinions and trying to evaluate whether they come from a place of goodwill 
or an ingrained bias - and then, regardless of their origin, whether they measure up in the real 

world.” ~~ Irene Yeltsova 

“Although it sounds ignorant, I always 

thought the best way to deal with sexism or 
the oppression of women is to be 
aggressive and assertive but that doesn’t 
always work. I am conditioned to think that 
I must prove myself and always think of 
myself in ways that are considered 
‘masculine’ traits such as being 
aggressive, assertive, and stubborn. But 
now that I realize that women can 
empower themselves simply by being 
themselves and banding together is 
most important. I also understand the 
importance of advocating for myself 
and summarizing myself in 30 seconds. 
Ambassador Gina Abercrombie-
Weatherly also taught me that you 
don’t have to be in a power position 
to make an impact. I can do the little 
things and make the most of the 

opportunities that I’m given.” 
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Joel Pszczolkowski:  

“I think that sometimes we get ahead of ourselves thinking that we 
know everything instead of listening to what is necessary.” 

“One example of this in my own experience was during a mission trip 

to Mexico. The plan was to go down to a small town in the Yucatan 
and build homes and rebuild a church. When we arrived we realized 
that people weren’t struggling because they didn't have homes; they 
were struggling because they had no access to clean water. As a 
group we had to decide whether to continue and do what we had set 
out to do, or change our plans and figure out a solution for their water 
problem. In the end we built the church and homes as originally 
planned, but we returned the following summer to build a water 
filtration system right in the town. After that, we used what we had 
learned to travel to different towns in the Yucatan and construct 

buildings that would house the water filtration systems. … This also 
ties directly to the empowerment of women because they no 
longer had to travel miles and miles a day to retrieve water and 

were now able to do other necessary things.” 
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Joel demonstrates his EMT skills on a  
young  patient in 2019

Our students enjoyed 
a Zoom session with 
world-renowned 
musical artist and 
activist Angélique 
Kidjo who spoke 
about her Batonga 
Foundation and the 
work it is doing for 
girls in Africa.
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In October 2020, Profs. Sinha Roy and Waggett led a pre-conference workshop at the 
AAC&U virtual conference on Global Learning. The pre-conference workshop was on 
“Creating Global Citizens and Employees: Incorporating the SDGs into Undergraduate 
Learning.” The workshop encouraged participating educators from higher education 

institutions to share their 
experiences delivering 
high-impact global learning 
programs that combine 
curricular and co-curricular 
approaches and incorporate 
elements of the United 
Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals. The 
two faculty leaders  
discussed the curricular 

goals they hope to explore through their GCS seminars, using their 5P model 
(positionality, perspectives, peoples, preparation, and practice) and CARES approach 
(communication, adaptability, responsibility, ethics, and sustainability). The workshop also 
explored student learning outcomes using a variety of tools, including AAC&U’s VALUE 
rubrics; determining global learning skills beyond citizenship; and examining how a 
variety of high-impact initiatives can be operationalized while evaluating intra-institutional 
collaboration and sustainability.
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“Moving forward, I want to really think about how to 
support changes to the system through my outreach 
service efforts. I know that I love collecting knowledge 
and sharing it, but I need to think more about how I do 
that.  If I am working as a change-maker, how can I 
cultivate relationships and use my knowledge to gently 
push against stereotypical or harmful attitudes? Even if 
I am creating very small direct change, how I can have 
my twig in the right place to push the river in a right 
direction? As for what direction that will be, I don’t 
know, but it will need to be towards creating and 
supporting an equitable, sustainable system with a 
cornerstone in thick service or mutual assistance. It will 
be a world where everyone has that chance to achieve 
their dreams, and the world does not suffer, but rather 
flourishes because of it.”  
                            ~~ Julia Sonnen (Ann Arbor, MI) 

Sasha Whittaker 
Brookline, MA 

“… many of my friends don’t 
necessarily understand the 
struggles of marginalized 
people in our country and in 
foreign countries, although 
the BLM movement has 
increased their awareness 
and involvement in ways that 
I haven’t seen before. I 
suppose my question is, why 
does it take a contentious 
Presidential election or 
televised incidents of police 
brutality directed at people of 
color to wake people up to 
issues that have been 
percolating for so long? I also 
question why people don’t 
seek out more opportunities 
to get involved in civic 
engagement on a local level. I 
am eager to find ways to get 
involved now that I know how 
pervasive these problems 
are. “ 
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OUR  TEACHING ASSISTANTS 
One of the best gifts we had this 
semester was the troop of 
seasoned Teaching Assistants from 
the previous GCS cohorts. They 
virtually checked in with our 
students on a bi-weekly basis, 
addressed the typical first-
semester questions and concerns 
and helped us keep the incoming 
cohort’s spirits up in a very unusual 
pandemic semester. Aveet helped 
us by photographing events and 
keeping things ‘chill’.

 
Faythe was a dedicated GCS ambassador. 
She maintained our Instagram account 
(https://www.instagram.com/ac_gcs2024/) 
and encouraged other GCS cohorts to 
contribute stories. Faythe took our cohort 
members on short excursions around 
campus (since we were under lockdown 
for the community’s health and safety), and 
organized fun activities via Zoom sessions.
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OUR  TEACHING ASSISTANTS 
Khalid showed his sincerity in 
giving the new GCS cohort the 
best experience despite the 
pandemic restrictions. His 
dedication, in meeting with the 
students and helping them 
connect with students from earlier 
cohorts, helped the first-year 
newbies settle in and start to feel 
at home within the program.

Kate shared her passion for a 
student organization she belongs 
to: the Allegheny chapter of the 
Rotaract Club. Interested GCS 
students attended Rotaract 
meetings and may be adding their 
names to the Rotaract roster next 
semester. These small 
introductions to student life are 
another way our cohort had 
avenues to integrate into campus 
life in meaningful ways.
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